‘A Linile Bt of Thodr Own Place”

Belleau Wood and the Marines

by Agoailmo von sl

T 8 [ Ingas [TaF 1eW Ahe Slory. WRen IRe Jast survver af ihe Da'iig i3
drag. (E remanaeg Vees wal SN QYSpiay (e AN SCArY

et heeki, @1 Pl glance, like o ihow-

asd il wnall sloepy couniny e in

the Chamipagne region of France, There

a limle square with & smsall pond full of
pokdfish. & pale yellow mailbos, am exsemmcly
maslern phomebooih, 3 wmall hakery which diow:
bles aa socal cemter and general siore. The houses
are sokd obd farm buildings, buili kwvingly by
i iy e il e wilh Ehie heavy, gray fckdhione
of the negion. Ocraskonally & car morves. thiough
v, whale wesnen in their black hesdumne
wop End chin with each oher as they g0 abou
1heir shopping.

Bt in what oihey ondinary village in Framce
weould you find the Manne Corps colors prowdy
ciapliped hehind she mayors detk, nexd oo ke
Tricolore. Where else m France dio people smile
mdianily when ibey ol ihe USMC dicker on
your car—they abap and chal with you, brving oul
their e words ol Englah. “'Ah, les Marines,™
ihey 1wy, “our Friends, s amis.” In ondy @ few
Anerican boena, would ULS. M e w kind
& PReerEinn w they Bave been (inding in e villape
of Belleds for (ke lasi &1 vears. Thiz unusual
Trendship beween U5, Marines and thi peopie
of Belleau was formed in the lss summer of the
Firs Workd War,

When davwn Baoke oo 8 June 1918, prunding
artillery and monar fire, the sisccaio of hervy ma-
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y-m.un-mu.mum
07 rifles, e howding., (hee oree oof (e wounsed,
e ahwssiy of eneoursgemers broke i country
g, [0 wmn i by thas Admerican b plaosd

wrovg. They Bave bald Mrm over s decsdes,
through anciher Wiorkd Wier, much political wp-
heaval, and will, if 1he M s the ook of
Befliedu pet thrir way, lad for & long (e For
Al peopds, baere wnd o Europe, vhe Fusl Werkd
War b anceni hisiory. Fre hnow (B name of in-
arwiduml bt b dicl B U Bt i of Belless W pod
whibch ™ sarved Pars™ in 15 words of Fronch Prime:
Minisier Georpes Ciemenceau, But for Marines
and k¢ people of Bellewu the memory b sill
srong.

Clasdde Crapart reises Charodet canile. This trpe
of cattle & one of rhe s pelead in Frioce Tor &
beed. in June of 1981, close 10 Bellei, on of hi
0wy wepped on 60 unesploded 74 anillery
rosgd kel ey Tnoem thas banke in 1318, The cow
e, Clandds Crapart also produces whesi, com,
sugir beriy, and eggs, He i abso the mayor of Bele
e el Lot o1 din ol Trss if e vt of Inwm
You will can see vraces of mckisegun fire and
shrmpnel o some ol the will

U0 e, ™ e ] e Lt g, *hil Melirrifes.
will ahways find & warm welcome in Bellesu, thal




oo L1 willage will b fowr herm o binle et of thew
oot plicr, for 1hey o 10 iR couniry when 0
was i danger. | ihink | knos my Trilow willigery
well encigh bo know that they daie th hanp maih
e, partaularly the chler ones. Thise s ha ws
thar hatilefichd with rhe hormsled rvm ol s 1, 1000
13-yrar-obd chald ell wn intsnaicly whou 5

The mayor of Belmu win seaking 1o an su-
diencr thar included viriually all ke il Laagry
mome X Manmes. Amang the Mifines was © ol
JmL.rm‘wr.uhonnnm\edlhw
wilha 31 0f Marine Corps cokors and me inviiaios
1o wist W isbingion, DLC.

Maring Corps colonels don't jus sravel srmund
Banding cest Mags amd invating ey of wmall
DHIAIFY lowns i Wikhingion. Colonels, in rels-
lively shon uspply, Bave hetter thisgs 1o da, and
the Marine Conm is 166 concerned wirh aving
oy 0 do sometheg of ibe naiuee in the firg
Plae, However, lor Bellesu, ihe Marine Corpa
will da o, inchaclieg paving Ehe way 10 Winhing.
lon for the maves of thin village of WD Agmaghi,
hononng ki with & parsde snd wheraing him
wremarad Marine invinllaimns,

I Bllay 1918, the Cresnan Army embarked om s
majir eilfennive 1o end 1k war, Superhiy led and
disciplined, even afier 4 year of demorshisng
irench warfare, the German troops, pewred
thrinugh an operseg in the front and sdvanced bo
within 3 miles of Parin, Panic staried, Parisiam
packed their belongings and vanedeo fee. French
oo, didened o make w wamd, rereited in dis.
order. Senior Allied genesalks and by French pali-
cisds seriously conudered mling for an im-
medists pmmiice. The French Gowernment pee.
el 1o Plee, The sitmiion was quile desperase.
To delay the rapidly acwancing Ciermans, (he
Alled high command ondered the Ameran i
Drivinian {o make 4 sand. That division, resh 1o
the war, included ihe dih Brgade, consising of
ke Sih and fah Regiments of SMarines and ihe tih
Mt hinegun Bariahon of Marines.

The M mrines, maoved op to (b lronl, An Army
of Mhoer desvibed 1 hera:

They looked fise. coming In there, tall elloss,
iy mned W —dbery kookord hard wrd compeieni.
Wp wil e v Fowig o, B ough chosr gired bk
Frorchmen, waad we sl el Bevner, We hnew soma-
ihing wid joieg 6o hapen.

The Murines pased disoriemed, demcralived,
ihoroughly Besten and scaeed French iroops. A
high-tanking French ollicer instrucied 1he

B Erd Back 10 safely. Redsiance wss
umehend. “'Retreal? Hell, we juid gol here, ™ barine
Capt Lioyd Willlams retested, The French com-
mrdscer i charge of 1R secior (hai Mannes were
i defend 1old 2d [Hviiion comeander, Ben
1.0, Husbard: “Hawe your men prepane en-

tremchmenis same Bundreds of yards 18
rearmand,"” Harbord i seporiod 10 v replied
*Wie dig no trenches to Tall Beck ae, The blaine
will bl whete they sund. Ui a0 (Fal S (B
rmg Mlaring regamens Rad barrly been wesad s
bl Mot ol ihe men ha ol srmived in Francs,
alver sowre braef (ruiming o Parvie lisnd sed
Qunluﬂ.fh:ﬂﬁduﬁlhkmm
eniReniian, Bl over the mr waeks ihey shows)
ihai ihey menm ey word of B

On @ June 1910, the 3 Division heid e 1]
miles of from juil some 30 miles enst of Pars,
Asarade the old Paris-Mewr highway, the Amen-
o (nced orach German regissents. The Marine,
lust rorih of the Pars-Mear bghway fooed e
461n Imperial German Ialaniry Regemen .

The Geermana sdvanond, From sn incradiily
distanoe of 800 yards, M look the (e
under fe. As Uhewr ranka thinned, (ke Germans
rerested andd decided 1o dig in, They made thelr
“und in @ wooded wres kncren as ihe Soi o
Brileou, a game preserve long fevored by IBe
Kings of France and mamed or & wmall nesrbsy
willage, OHiicial Cerman reporis frons (e bai-
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tleflield recount the amasrerses Germas officern
expressed over the markumansbog of Marse, The
Sprimglicid 01 rifle, carried by Marines, s nol
supponed 1 be gocurase for meack moee sham 450
yardy, Marmey were hitieng, ibew jargers @ B0
yarda, mn mcredible dicance. Iniodey s Conpaibe
framimuyrs didancy shod Tor Fifle gualifice ons -
0¥ yarch. But mark smambep haes afways been g
hallmark of Marnes.

The Manme:, their spirits bigh afser that fra
mxcoess, wene oedered 1o take the wond. cxped the
some |, 20 Germase. Omn & June ibery Tacsd &
wich, rolleg wheatfickl, the hilly arca of vhe
wndy brhind the Tacld, Jour Four Feet hegh. b
whemt ofTered Rk cerver b the changing Marnes,
Incing heavy German machinepen e, Aridlery
and mestar supponed the Mannes, The Carreman
had their osm amvillery and monan.

Three 1wt the Marines charged. Three fime
they Tiell hack. I was 1o be the hones day of the
wrar, The Marines shed (e blowses and avacked
with rusde lcewr, Waler fan shost. There were
many casuakiics, Omby afer the [msnh chamge
mrow ke field, which remmains 3 wheat frld 101k
day, did they suseend i gaining & sorhold 5 ke
i, Chvcogo Tt reporer Flowd Gilsboen
kbt i e 0 Bedleauh wroie; * The sl esd .
whead im (he open Rk wene saving and napiaig
off=no from ihe wind bt Trom sifle and ma-
chinegun fire of Grrman veieram in their well-
crmcraled - The srrgeans (LiySy Dan Dy
who had roveresd & Modal of Florer dursg e

By el @ L T il & il i
e apmersel | o puatvilles o Hanl ey e
N ) ey —
vrrp He ol o s i, L o — ——
ol . [ i il 18 ef el T A Lo
A e AMeT (e b

The b Asserces (v s b i) &

Sy el e ]y oS, ol il

i e e, Ther il i

=1 e e evrrang ellan W gl wul
the ULS. Marwnen . .77  ealubar oy
o1 1ot EreTiireg o e T . iy —rl
m the Unsed S, 8 el o8 gt of
pubhcny sbran e whah ded e G0 Bt
then Frpulsice. Repesus (rom (e beichefiekd
whirrm Ehad vort ually f Sl wries erarad | sads.
. withont soame woustd The cosstllon o8 NS
day werr wcredible. Theew sore wmes |00 v
iy, chons 1 20 pereena of L Brigade*s sirmgh

G.L.A. Mlardhall, (B [ sy Fsarin
wrole: “Here m Belless Wood., (e [armgs com-
rairies i 1o sk 68 T sl dog Mg Aud T
Tl packied on (B werong, ool

Tha hastbe wenaied v on Tor i ey 30 davs. Om
B S 1910 i eracacti bl e v ol of Canr-
st M) W suree Shesner, commsnciing of T
of ihe 3d Bacishon, Jh Marine s s (o
menaage: " Wond Ao LS. Marine Coms esliee-

Thes Fremch were nelseved thail ther Caronid ad-
wance hid been yopped, To honor the e
iy olMcially rensmed the woods *Bol o
Frigade de Marine,” & name thal wicks to this
day.

The cavlios had boen major. During the X
dayy of banle ihe drh Brigade on 1,063 desd wed
1,613 wounded. sbous W perorsn ol brignde
abrengrh, 17 small Nigore meadured apsine [P
mallions bout in the beilkes & Verdun and the

Tﬁ*wu-ﬁw— He riles. some
canbe. @ frm chm k. soeme pag Mo Eeen il on
v e @ umall hill nrms Rl with his i e dog,
his pvingly podished hurniing Fifles, his memories.
B wan mn pears obd when the Masrines oooupied
hiis farher's Tares on 3 Jame 19IE. The farm will
mands, part of @ never nebuilt afey German ar-
tillery deenaibahed i1 He rememiers the sounds of
butile, the wosancded, The desd Hi remessben o
young Manee egomant, Vienor Blemdaln, dorw-
nammhhkuﬂnh&.mnw—m
jun positions for the mitack on Belloan. You mill
can see the shallow pity mround Emle Richand's




farm. The mag is still there. b wis befi Srband pnd
Erru'lr_ Rickard nerw proudly dispdays il 1o vmiions,
I's s prossdeu pensearcan, Mot misch b prened
i hin ke, Theve was the baltle of Beleiu snd &
Tew pemr mgn (b woung lisutenenst sho became &
pemeral redwdned k0 visd him (MOG, NovEip, Tos
day i his home i an old crucein, bevi bonl dne
hand and his rght arm in this long sgo hanlk

Uine taliry ypiing cerming as we wm deen 0wt §
opagde ool beers ai 1'ary Marine Hiouse inihe L5,
Embassy, the Marines talked about iheir Trequent
whita 1o Beflcau, They go there for Memeeial Dy
parades, spend weskends with the Boy Scoun
there, and cee Marine ot marmed in the village
church, Some just drive oul, 10 be alone knd engay
the woods. ™1 just get fost, spelbound, when | go
dhere,"" said one Marine, "1 (hink abouyl whal |
wresli et Like il | fengght there In boot camp yos
have clasees &l (ke lime shoul the bicory of The
Corpa, They iell pou ahout Releay Wond and
they 16l yau about the fighding thene and you iske
prade in that and &l af che padinion

“Hur whes | Mnaly pot 16 Felleie—a was &l
Beema, A part af oy hislosy is 1Bere wmor | & 8
Maring ard M s lough! asd died there. Thid i
o gresd feeling. | get all ranled wp b i, | jus
e it D mciually jusi bose s wheen § gei ihere, | walk
Wirgiagh the ekl wio the waodls and oul 10 1he
pirivseier where (he Germans had ihor maching-
n nesis. It's part of my beiory. | emjoy it, Like
el Marines. when we talk aboui (ke Corps we
Bich shoul 4. . . . But deep down you've goi
your pride. ™

Some yesrs ago seversl yousg leubenanis
winlied Belieaw whibe on Bberiy, They wone their
Mutime unilormi. “"Thoy were quite well
beharved," rocalls Jewes Melll, whio for some 12
yemrs mainiained ibe Belleay ceenetery, “They
seallied wrosund wnd looked ai iBings, They came
o | he whent Mlekd where wo many Marines died ihal
oo day. The whewi was clioar io being roady Fof

harvpud, Thong lereionanls bed ol ey com
Py, Ui dariod, (bt osibaiey followsd n
sl i (Pery chasrmrd v, i Nk, el
wreaming, (allen’ dows i i dui, reeiing &
LR e e ———
el wonk, B oww guite 5 wenr The Darma,

@ liltly orremony, weme e el
rrmby o devachmens of Freroh e % e e’
all crver, 1hey iaemble i b oot ritd of Ve ol
omale of Belleau (deuiows] b the e Workd
Warh end dnnk champagne, '~ Thy tresl oy B
Wings oul theve, I pou ey @ Wi, wid §
Masine @ ihe LIS, Embuiwy i Parn. A0 i
willige vure wp for the party. L oohis s ssreal
wred much crampagne . bormaly ey Nt sl of
paven, Slarines wrd sdlagery chary I e ghive,
ivmsiing o baiile of kong sgn.

Few sournas Mesd their way 10 Bellews. Thaa's ol
Fighi with ihe people of Brllesy s it e
=1y o livke wceen, ™ s 6 ol W vepe
ing & coriyard,

There are masy traces of (he baiile, Thaere i
small wiflage church, rebull by Ao §far
the war, 18 ha dasnd glaw wisdows Oesr dhrss 8
Maring along with & French Poily. There i o el
plague. ““For b childnem of Belesu who died
1914 191" i wyi, Anookd French school iescher
recally ghe b dreams (he ki o gl i

There is & plain gran in 1he villigd cormeary. A
man calied Ernesi Soricher b baried here. The vl
Lageri way b o @ Tewtrae Wlarine, He o back
Belledu &lver vhe Fira Workd Wt snd i ol |
cornmin el i, * He winsad i be ki (b,
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v an okl mas in Belisin. The peopie of Belless
poi imgrsher, hought 8 plst snd Buried e, His
prave m bemg maimmined b0 this day, e had no
Family,"” sy che old man.

The mlstary cemerery 2 the adie of the wond
& pleanani, serene place. I 15 colorTul, itk larpe
miskils of Tonyihia, Burel, botsood, lapanes
i, deuizia, mock orange, Oregon grape, and
bedhi o pobyahus, There are 3,280 Ameracans
Wurked here, aboul hall af ibem Sdarmes, There
are also the grves of 289 usbaomn. Dunng
Workl War 10 ihe Crmasm Army kel the 1w
Admerizan Nags Mying, evem after the U5, eniersd
the war. An hanor gusid was ponbed by the Care
mEnE, PaFing (R reapects 1o the hesowm of the
Marinoy

The Crerman cemmery B wme § 40 vands auay,
Boeh cemensney Border on the wheaifickd 1hal
proved faesl for s susy. The dates on fhe
headutones aer ihe ame bane &, 1900 June
B 191 . . . June 28, 191K, On the graves in b
CEFTRIETIES AT AN

bii 1he wennes proper, coes 00 the sign with the
wifeal name = Boiy oo ls Brigade de Marine™ s a
black praniie geel monumens beanng a lifesize
bwonre bae-reliel af & Manme, nude s, aicack-
ing with rifle and bayonel . fSee ANOG, Oold,
o5 ]

There b8 mn abundance of old anillery pleces,
hedvy i and fight monen. On sime yoa il
st the billel holer Ohhier hase been apibed by
the Mannes. rheir harrels spdin wade apen, hke i=e
gaping momih of 3 ark. Thosr pan were deasn
Iy orses mnd ovem. Many of those gmeealy dindm
iihe badifle. ~They had gas masks for ihe horses,™
el a Fremchman, “"buil nad for ihe oaen, ™

Belerirmy rmrneed (b Sckneens, *“Devil Degs.™
& Bellesu, When Cerman oo fird oecupasd

[;.

Perile; g 11 i T F b waar, Wby ']
s Enad of e ol crdle justded By ferocaan
Tl mannalis. The Coermas, called 1 hewe o,
o Belleau™ Dl Diogs, ™ s laer referred bo
ihe Mannei by (hey same same.

The Founds of Beflous had ved for ormiare
in the old caule, guasding (B propey, oo
donaly Boing oUl on § R, They ST St
oy, weighing some |50 o0 X0 o i usa-
ually mmikd manneresd, ynkoa siiscked. Today, n
the Fuins of ihe old cusile, & life-sire bresns hesd
of @ bull mall spessy weookd, crysal clew
water, Marmes, alver the baitle of Belleay, ary wid
w e ueschied IRGF (Bursl i1 Uhil Fomni .

Alier ike haitle, France swarded ihe Yh and
Bich Sarines nhe o de . Te thin day U

Franhba [}, Booswwl, sastsani secreimry of the
Py during Wotld War 1. was neyponsible for .
o legacy of Bellews Wil Inspectiag the dh
Brigade in Augus 1918, (b Fulure Preaden &
revted thai enlised Marne be allowsd 1o wels ihe

Lo emblem on their collars, & aflicers dad,

The erm “Tomhole™ aho cripnaied ot Belleau, &
a mame (or ke shallow rifle pas dug there By
Parines. Traces of ihese plis cun be Tound io ik
day, and ik term fonhole i used in offcal
Marine Corpe doowments,

There are more iraces of Bellews in iocday's
Corps. Though moi guile as obvioui, they may be
v ieporanl. Rille squids and Fre ama, che
wralles (4 AN WA i Comban, nmam B th
day rhe hey 1o Manme Corps -dlrlll'rlllrhn Flai -
theaesied s chree warns, oocasionally modad
rlﬂquld‘-ldl"tunmmfnlwdllﬂr"ﬂu
On memnorable 6 june 1FE, the Munses dad ai
first whai 1hey Bod bres isught, They smacked ma

gkl o el sosley. Pl was bahos & baeas ey giacd P il K.
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chosg [onmation. nesning up agasna Rewsy Ger-
man machinegun five. I dad ool weork, The
Marines bricd ib throe imes and cassalises
maussel. Jury-rgging what would become Tuisre
Murine Corpa decirine, they sl up g wnall
ieams. Winle ooe fram charged, amsiber would
vt il with fille and sackeegun Gire. The Car-
. uhdcresiamed b such moeel i Lisked o
mgperersd] o fme i By ruBsiime (he Marnes had
serwred & inehokl i the wondy *“The Marines
wenl back 1o Indian warfare,” o Marine olTices
b bl the Bt b todd e " They did o pilay
by the rules of fhe Firsi Workd Wae. And thoss
nales wern; when you mes pesivamee, you dig
trrmchen. The Marsees did not dig Lienches. They
wiared brews goned rowchis For coeeer, sinacked n umall

In's s 1oy imsigaess 1ndday " e ps. wil B ihis
tminle. In & wwae, (b Corps proved weell 1o be &
vimbbe land Nghing lorce. The d1f Brigads was he
Murgess Slarwm foroe cver Nelded. Up io ke,

eeumry, For the firy tme, Mafise
Iought gain & prefesional army that hid been
wiclesonn coer srack Engink and Fremoh irmops,
Lip 1o thall teise many of faery in (e oiber Serv.
ki, eipecully in rhe LS, Ay, had doubsed
thit ehad **sem uoldeery™” could fight & repular L
badile. The Manmey proved they could. Maplen
m.ll [,'“ 'h“hmm{ﬂ-
ired i d ihe 2
mu‘lhwm
Bask: irminieg ai Parfis lilasd misde i Frm
Imsiing mak on (ke Corps. Parrs Ddand had ondy
bewm used 8 few manibe for baaks irasseng when
the war saripd, Becally Ben Finney, a eesined
Mlaring lpuirmint colone: “During the day =
i & gk wr Bl the i " Parm liland
i e Iagh i (R davi. The Marine Conpa
ol win weewha of B iFisSeng @ PR
10 5 Thee witka of cosmbn irameryg
o Quaniico before shipping 1o France, Bul the
rilning, ough & i was, wifioed, although smsch
shorier (han ihe mone relased sis monika of irsin-
Ing the Asmy ot i Feoruits. “'France was @

i

snecwry afiey Parrs ldand ™ sy Pissey, “w
Adudn'l carr iha e weve gy 0w A8 vy carsd
aboiil win priiog gway lom Parmn (el

The oy of L b b o | e s, of
obd men of Belleau = ho w doss o e ok Fo
g, drenlang the hghi boer of the P o Vi
FEErva s EAratir e Riod lae chaee g ol
e iy poresiar . The Tl Do i o e o
oty oo — a0 Goes, 1B Pt ke brand of s
g ioha.o.

The hompitalty & overs heiming. Flhasheer s
France ouiuders are repanded il anpswn, of
nored. Here the peopde groet rou and ek e
i Eall b yoan. A the muryer v~ A et b ol
ihewr oren place. ” Agrees o Manne i Pasa: T
like comng home o e

Bul you bive 16 wall ibeough jhe wood
Traces ol the banke wre dveryshert. Thaee ary 1
inny of metal m every sove Fobody on build
ﬂln'- L'n:llHd!hqh.m o i high

, wihery Tha
pwnd Ewmhlnhﬁﬂ!ﬂmﬂul
shell. & cow will siep on it end die. Every wpring
ot el wrlsor. Okd heimeiy, old canieem.,
W wall arcestd an obd g diery o son g fed
mmany wonsd ke We find old Mo Corps
bwemd Baones, & barred of &8 0] ffls; the rel b
dnapprared, & Maring Tound & cep
with b pictiare of Kamer Wilhelm |1 cricteming

ey
destenad (e @ man bul caught by 8 trer. Qe
sionally the grounds keeper will ot down ovt of

Traditlon

“*Ther Corps hms scwres of redithons, snd one s {fmi when the Marines Hyma b phayed,
n“mmm-ﬂum-lnn 1 i ety b b thee pood
e wd bree wha cume before |

Ly dosiudey:
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